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purchased from the Earl of Suffolk the buildings of the old

J6U. Carthusian monastery near Smith-field, then, as now,
HouSharter commonly known as the Charter House, and obtained
bought. letters patent authorising him to transfer the institu-
tion to that site. A few months later he died, in December
1611, leaving a will in which he directed others to complete the
work which he had begun.

Scarcely was he in his grave when it was known that the
heir-at-law had resolved to dispute the will. Strangely, as it

i6i2 seems to us, the claimant was summoned before the
ihe validity Council and compelled to bind himself in the event
u-iiiuuons of success 'to stand to the King's award and arbitra-
questioned. mentt> Upon this Bacon drew up an able paper of
advice to the King, suggesting various ways in which, if the
judges decided against the will, he might dispose of the bequest
more usefully than the testator had proposed to do. In 1613,

1613. however, the will was declared to be valid, and
h3dShe Sutton's intentions were accordingly carried out.
valid.           After the trial was over, the executors took care to

retain the good-will of James by presenting him with io,ooo/.,
under the pretence that they gave it to reimburse him for his
expenses in building a bridge over the Tweed at Berwick, and
that they were in this way carrying out the intentions of
Sutton, who had left a large sum to be employed upon objects
of general utility.1

There might be differences of opinion as to the best way of
employing a bequest left for charitable purposes. There could
be no difference of opinion on the necessity of supplying
London with pure water.

The supply had long been deficient, but, although com-
plaints had been constantly heard, and even an Act of Parlia-

1606. ment2had been obtained in 1606, authorising the
suppiyaof corporation to supply the deficiency by bringing in a
London. stream from the springs at Chadwell and Amwell, no
steps had been taken to carry out the designed operations.

1  Herne, Domw Carthusiana^  37-95 ; Bacon's Letters and Life, iv.
247.

2  3 Jac. I. cap. 18, explained by 4 Jac. I. cap. 12.